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Communicated for tae Ohio Medical Kepontory. 
SICK STOMACK ; stve, GASTRO-ENTERITIS. 
Having seen several dissertations on a disease usu- 
ally known by the first of these appellations ; and in- 
furmation on the causes, symptoms, and treatment 
it, being much called for, by the alarming fatality, as 
weil as other circumstances cunnected with such a 
frightful complaint, the secds of which, it is agreed 
on all hands, seem tw lurk amoag our very alunent; 
1 deem it a duty which | owe to the pulnie, to hold 
up the feeble rusn-light of my experieuce and obser- 
vations; and, though I may be found to possess but a 
solitary talent, endvavour to aad a triile lo the 









| 


quantily of infurmation as yet produced on this suv-|| matter, nor 


ject. . 
i have neither leisure aor talents, if 1 had a dispo- 
tion, to write much, or | migut commence with a 
luminous and elugucat ivtreduction, vy way of con- 
dimen, to this suuort cisquisiiiwn. | suall therefore 
commence by reminding my readers that it is not ev- 
ery pertinacious vomiting, nur gustritis, that is to be 
at all cunfounded with the disease now under couside- 
ration. Such were not unsavwn to Sydenham, and 
the practitione:s of Lisday, and provably to those of 
a much earlier periods, a» well as those of the pre- 
seni. Neither are we to make tuo many varieties of 
the complaint, on account of the occasional diversi- 
ties of the symptuus—for it often bappens that many 
people, of considerable districts, have 
auiunnal diseases to which they are generally liable, 
while the proxunate causes of a fever,or other buivus) 
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comitant symptoms, is the dyi:g stage, and beyond 
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lirium until im the last stage, and near the last Lours 
laint; and even then not invariably pre-| the sphere of the healing art. 
Obsunate tum is most frequeutiy, but) Besides the above, ticre lave been cases in which 
not always present. seems to depend, chiefly, the patient did not vomit; some of which, too, were 
on the extent of the canal, in which the | attended with diarrlwa, and others in which there 
peristaltic motion is inverted. The pulse is, ia gen- appeared to be actual inflammation of the stomach. 
eral, slow and soft, gradually increasing in frequcucy, |, For, though alvine evacuations were readily and co- 
as the disease prog I have sometimes | piously produced, they procured little or no relief, 
been induced, from its fulzess, &c. to bleed, and ten | and the patients continued to vomit and suffer until 
with very guod effect. It often merely diminisies | they actually threw up pure pus, at which time a re- 
both in size and frequency, either until a fatal termi-' gular crisis seemed tu be furmed, and after a tedious 











nation, or until the treatment produces a salutary | 
effect. Frequent eructations of a peculiar odour,’ 


small || which is neither that of putrid nor murtified animal | few, and the varieties not sufficien 
yet of mercurial breath ; but more nearly | 


. 


the halitus perceivable on the ing a 
recent dead body—yet not exactly that at all times: 


ale of which will appear presently. 
and violent exertions to vomit, the patient at length | 
raises a few drops of fresh blood. These are ina few 

minutes increased to a pretty copious discharge, but, 
in general, they are but the prelude to the dark pora- 
cious vomiting, at which our medical fathers were | 
wont to stare and wonder. This matter is nothing | 
more than partially digested blood , mixed with mucus, 

bile, and perhaps stercoracious matter, contained in 

the alimentary canal, all of them ina state of putre · 


After man 


the | faction, or approaching it. This blood is produced 


from the rupturing of some of the minute vessels of | 
the idterior coats of the stomach and intestines, ei- | 
tier by the violence of the action of vomiting, or by 





complain, have been accumulating and only requi- 
ring an exciting came, such as unusual ex re» 
culd, fatigue, gret, fear, &e. to bring them inte ope· 
ration. ‘Thus, even late in winter, we often set 
pleurisy, catarrh, and even wounds, _eccompank d 
with inore or less of the sympious of autumnal fe- 
vers. I have seen a bilious ‘Fer supervene upon « 
drunken frulic. It will ©e most proper to consider 
the sick stomach, (for so I shall denominate it until a 
term more certainly apprvpriate shail be discovered.) 
under its most simple form, always bearing in mind, 
that the general principlcsof treaument are the same, 
whaiever may be its general accompaniments. 
SYMPTOMS.—Previous symptoms, such as are 
coinmon to biliows compiaiats, often precede. But 
it not unirequentiy Lappens tat, without any pre- 
vious symptom to be noticed, even by the patient himn- 
self, on rising from a hearty meal he is seized with | 
vomiting and other sya.ptums rescinbling those of com- 
mon water-brash (pyrosis of Cullen) to which the dis- 
ease, in its first stage, bears a strong resemblance. 
These symptoms are repeaied at intervals of 15 to 30 
minutes, and the first discharges are nothing more 
than the usual contents of the stomach and ducde-! 
num. If acid happens to be present, the bile is i 
green, but after a few operations it resumes tis natu- 
ral and healthy colour. I have sometimes however) 
thought that it might be less in quantity, and rather 


the relaxation and debility of the minute ramifica- | 
tions of the venaportarum, in which there are no | 
valves to sustain ut. Under all, or nearly all, of the | 
foregoing symptoms, with the palpebre half closed, | 
folding up bis arms and his knecs, and bending his | 
head downward on his breast, the patient lies pros- | 
trate without complaining of any pain except tie 

burning sensation of Lis stomach, which he in vain | 
endeavours to relicve by copious draughts of cold | 
water. These he swallows with avidity, then falls) 
back on his bed tora few moments, then rises tu Vor | 
mit and fails back again fur a time longer, during | 
wiich he is a little reiieved; he then dreads tu stir, | 
to speak, or even to breathe, until he can refrain no 

longer, when he calls for another draught, rises, and 

goes throug! the routine as tefure. 1 am at a 


‘lows tosay where, or by w Lat symptoms, to fix the ter- 


mination of tiis stage, for Lean recollect no other | 
symptoms, or if any other occurred, they have es-_ 
caped my nutice, except that when the strengil be- i 
came nearly exhausied, Um patient falls prortraic on 

his back, where be lies watt be expires, the vousiting | 
is exchanged for sirgultus, or, if indeed he is turned 

on his side, his head is more or less retracted. But, 
the Liceup is not a fatal symptom in every instance: | 
for it occasionally appears in every siage after the’ 
first disctarges. For I have raised even patients ap- 

parently cone, by happily produciag cat! arsis, and at), 





ler than it should be; at other times the reverse, in 
a slight degree. 
By repeated efforts mnens is discharged, wntil, ap- 
parently, the whole mucous lining of the stomact. is 
thrown off. At this time commences a most distres- 
sing burning sensation near the praccordia, with more 
or less thirst, sometimes excessive, fur cold water, ! 


which is no seoner swallowed than rejected, or at h 
farthest in a few minutes. This I consider the com- 3 


mencement of the second stace of the disease. C.ld- 
ness of the surface, especially of the extremities, the 
features shrunk, the eyes roiled up, the prpil rather 
dilated, intolerance of light, and the whole conn-| 








tenance of a ghastly hue, great prostration of strength | 


both of the muscular and mental powers, yet no de- ij stitute a third stage. 





length reinoving worms, ab vecurrence not uafrequent 
in countries where people are in the liabil of su sist- 
ing on cvaree indicestiLle and illy prepared fxd. 
such as hominy, samp, and more frequently coarsely) 
cround indian meal. Ihave seen it produced ty the. 
patient's furcing himself to swallow a mouthtul of 
bread, or other selid aliment. and J Lave also soen' 
this symptom aieviated, and even entirely obviated, 
exhi iting a large dese of otl—frons whence I ecn- 
clude that t!e sides of the stomach n ay, in these ca- 
ses, have collarsed,so as to lie in close contact; and, 
may thus have preduced il. When, however, it can) 
be ascertai: ed. (if it can be.) that the hiccup pro- 

ceeds from mertificatian, Us may then, inderd, cun-, 





fur it & sometimes a little acid, sometimes putrescent, | 
and citen a mixture of all these together, the ration-' 
| we 


mo I recs 


convalescence, recovercd. 
DI>SECTIONS.—These have, indeed, been too 
i, greatly to illus- 


trate the nature of the disease. I have been inform- 


ed of two, made by ceutlemen on whose veracity I 
can rely. One of tiesre subjects was an inebriate. 


In him the viscera o 


ppeared all suund, though rathe 
diminished, except 4 


the liver and pancreas, which 
re rather enlarged and somewhat harder than na- 
tural. The interior uf the stomach entirely divested 
of its mucus, and the minute versels alittle enlarged. 
Another, of which 1 was also inturmed, bad nearly 
the same appearance, except that the gall-bladder 
contained blackish green and thick bile. The oth- 
er I dissected myself under great disadvantages — 
(.Wuta nocte et inter sepulchrum.)—to the jejunum I 
observed, towards the inferior portion, and thence 
upwards through the cavity of the stomach, first a 
quantity, and thence traces of the dark grumous or 
peraceous matter, the intericr coat slightly injected 
with fresh looking blood, to appearance extravasated, 
for it was too florid to admit a suspicion of gangrene. 
The mesentery, liver, pancreas, spleen, &c. sound, 
but rather flaccid ard emaciated. The fat of the 
omentum nearly alsorbed. The gall-bladder con- 
tained some creen bile. The external blood vessels of 
the stomach very siightly eniarred. The interior 
suriace entirely clean, and the minute blood-vessels 
enlarged, as ina slight ophthelmy; not, however, sw 
as lo show any seusiole tumefaction. The thoracic 
viscera were, as lar as | could discover, perfcetly 
sound. 1! commenced this dissection in the fullest 
expeciation of discovenug cuncreve, the patient ha- 
ving, Lunders‘«d, iagered i2 ur 15 days; but I was 
wholly disap, amted. Nothing of the kind was dis- 
coveravie—tue patient appeared to have died from 
perfect exiaustion—though | cannot doubt that some, 
perlaps many, die either trom splacelus or gangrene 
of the stomach aud iatestines. ’ 

The persons mest liable to this disease are those 
sie tue years of puberty. Li any below that age 
are attached, and (hey are pot a fow, it is generally 
less severe, and i aby above, they scidem recover. 

TREATMENT —the indications of cure, and the 
treat ent humeed thercun, wuich | have found most 
successiul, are as follows. ist. If the pulse be full, 
aad especially if hard, oleed to relieve the inflamma- 
tion af any be present. tu prevent iis appearance af- 
terwards, and tu Gituinish the irritability of the mus. 
cular systein; ana i Lave never known a case do well 
if pleediug, under sacl «rm uuwstances, bad been emit- 
ted sn the ceummences:caced the complaint. 

tud. To replace the eyected mucus. first by a sab- 
stitute; utils arc, therefore, strane ly indicated, and ni- 
Umate!y by ine res-ing the nrucons s ‘cretions replacing 
it in bts Own Muce’. for whack caleme! is, perhaps, the best 
medicine yet din«scicd. Ouls ave supposed to have 
other prop rtica '-csices the mechanical one or lubri- 
eating, aud the merical one of purging. They are 
said te he ota ding and amti-spucimudic, Ir. Good, 
iliect right, attributes something to their 
carbon. 

Jd. To ve 


repre: ce 


re *? 


& paturcl pe ristaltie motion and 
rivine ewecuations. For this purpose cas- 


But such a stage, with its con- tor oil is preierable, and calomel most likely to be 
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sometimes failed even then: but oftener by be- 
ing unable to exhibit the medicine in suflicicat quan- 
I have, therefure, used the following pill: —R. 


nent, swallowing several successive and large doses 
of castor-oil, even to the quantity of a pint or more, 
ia all—aiso, by drinking largely of chicken-broth, at 
first fresh and afterwards sal - ny more and 
more, anti! the vomiting av then castor oil. 
Even bears’ oil has succeeded adiniradly among these 
who aim to be their own doctors. 

The best alimeat is starch, prepared in the com- 
mon way, by bviling in water. ‘l his may be exhibited 
ip form must to the patient; but I have 

it most convenient to dissulve the mucilage, 
thus formed, in cold water, unknown to the patient, 
to whom the very idea of nutriment is distressing. | 
have tried war:n batis, both by steam aad immersion, 
and cold baths by immersion and ablusion, but 
from none of them could I perceive much if any be- 
vefit, except occasionally wetting or rubbing the 
whole surface with common ardeat spirit, which oc- 
casionally seems to afford a little relief. 


CAUSES.—I deferred the mention of these to the 
last, as the investigation of tem, about which there 
rg tm temp nye ae renee e 

too widely from the treatment. I 
should not feel so much interested in this part of the 
~ubject, was it not evideat that these who have writ- 
ten, have taken much more pains to record tu/gar 
‘rrours and gossip tales san to note down, with care 
and circumspection, those facts on which alone a me- 
should place his chief dependence. I, too, | 


| 


| 


— 


is disease prevails, abound 
saline springs, many of which emit a more than 
quantity of sulphuretied hydrogen gaz. 
Note. —The above, (7th) fact was stated in the 
very words as here, in a manuscript I sent to 
the Editor of the Western Quarterly Reporter. 
and the observation, subseqvently added, that! 
Davy and an old writer, wuvse name | do not 


y. TT recollected too, the fact well 
known to farmers, that the fulling leaves of some 
trees, frost-bitten clover, and possibly some oth- 
er herbs, are dungerous fur cattle. why not 
experience their il! effects here as well as there. 
it cannot therefore be of + origin. |, 
for a long time, doubied whether the dsense was. 
ever produced by the use of milk and flesh of 
animals, in these districts. But the ſaet that all 
civilized nations have enacted! laws against sell- 
ing the flesh, &c. of sick animals, should put that 
point so far at rest, as at least to suppose it pos- 
sible. But is the disease never taken but from 
milk.é&c.? | have been too often credibly iatorme:d 
that it is, tv leave me any room to doubt the truth 
of st; for | have seen numbers who sail they had 
been careful to abstain from these articles, espe- 
ciaily milk, batter, and fresh meat, which alooe 
are suspected, for months, and yet were attuck- 
ed with the disease. But it is not the occasional 
use of either the milk, or any other food, which 
may be the cause. that woald be apt to produce 
the disease; fur | have lived on the milk, the 
butter, the cheese, the meat, produced in those 
places, and have never been afilicted with it; I 
have seen them carried, and have no doubt it is 
done every week, and sold in Cincinnati, yet who 
ever seuw the complaint there? 

There are two districts, in the circle of my 
practice, where the disease ur ‘er consideration 
1s prevalent, und | have, in the best manner | 





recollect, say that the people of those districts 
where gypsum (sul phate of lime) abounds,are never 
healthy. But to what circumst.nce we are jn. 
debted for the discovery that these are in my 
opinion, calculated to 
as Dr. Chamberlin has stated, | am yet to be in- 
formed. 1 know indeed that the Harrowgate 
waters in Britain, the same near Albany, N. Y. 
and at some other places, are quite salubrious 
when used asa icine. But so are emetic 
Tartar and some other drugs, which we ali know 
would prove quite uncomfortable articles, either 
as aliment or condiment. I. notwithstanding. 
forbore to state it as my opinion, that the gus had 
any agency in producing the complaint. | enly 
mentioned the tact of its presence, and left the 
pon at large, having neither then, nor yet, 
formed any opinion on it. 





i 
3 


adage A. took the compiaint from: 
i with the disease, though nobody knew 
; and that Mrs. B. also gut it by straining the | 
her cows, who had taken the poison by break- 
of the ficid that afiernoon. That Mr.C. had 
watched his cattle, and seea them eat a certain herb 
and Mr. D. has seen bis gnaw acertain vine, and lad 
made a decoction of it, and poured it down his dog's 
and his cat's thruats, and that they had all died of the’ 


: 


' 


* 


a 
3 


complaint. Nay more, i was t- 
Dr. ——'s dog, following hi:n past where the carcass 
of an animal lay, which had died of that peisor, | 


a vegetable or mineral.) 2nd having eaten 
a lew mouthfuls of the carion, ran efier his mas-: 


ter and died—fell down dead within twenty ur thirty |**© Was Dever seen within seven mi'es of us. 


rods of the carcase. Aheu! j 
i endeavor to give only 

plain matter of fact, according to my own obsery-- 

ton, of authority J have no hesitation to rely on. 
Are the remote causes (or case) of vezeta! ic or 

of mineral ongin! Amd are there any others con-. 

comitant ! 

1. It is o servable that the sich stomach is generaliy 


most prevalent in the latter part of autemn, and be-'] water courees to drink, they do not sicken, but 


id this very day, thatjcept tw» or three, which 





satie! But | depend} But Ihave become more and more confirmed, | 


} 


| tields, watered by certain tittle sills, would sick-| 


jrafe; but when these rilis are dry, and the cat 


which had fed on a certain herb or herbs, of poi-| 
sonous quality. But, aiter the most diligent in 
quiry, [have not, umil! this day, been able to dis. 


found one of them without its fellow here, ex- 
are known to be per- 
tectly innoxious; yes, even the very herbs and 
vines (on which scarcely two agree) “accuse. 
of the wicker plot,” grow here, where the dis 


by repeated observation, that the tact No 3 is' 
true, and moreover, that cattle feeding in certain: 


| 


: 





eu and die, while in fields adjoining they are 


tle are watered at wells, or are driven to large 


| of soda and 
the complaint, *me of magnesia and of iron—also muriates of 





could, examined the waters of several of the 
pincipal springs snd salines in each, and have 

them to be highly charged with sulphate 
of lume, carbonate of soda, and the 


the same minerals. | the presence of ar- 
senic,and charged the —_!s of two capillary glass 
tubes, the one with nitrate of silver, the other 
with ammonia, and ylaced the charged ends in 
contact ut the bottom of a glace tombier,filled with 
some of the water of a spring, east of Brook- 
ville. The result shvuld hare been a yellow pre- 
cipitate, at the point of contact. But none such 
appeared. I teste! for copper by bright iron 
wires; but no coppery tinge appeared. A few 
drops of the purified juice of sorrel, threw 
down a white precipitate. A strong decoction of 
maple bark, (acer rubra,) gave a purple or bluish 


The first cases I saw were near Big Cedar, à tinge, and of oak bark the same. All these ex- 
branch of Whitewater, in October of 1813, when | periments and results were made on sundry wa- 
of am ox, which Lad been killed |! was told that it was caused by the milk of cows | ters of +prings distant from each other. Not in- 


eed the same in every tastance, but the same in 


the whole. 


In two experiments, one with carbonate of 


_| Cover this pernicious weed. l have spent daysin j potash, and the other with nitrate of silver, | 
y that district and examined all the vegetables, 


j herbs, an:i trees, growing there, and have not 


threw down a purplish powder, nea:ly black, 
which | supposed to be cobalt; and if correctly, 
the t ceases: for Lewis and Clark, in as- 
cending tae Missouri, passed a region abounding 
in cobalt,aml the waters mace their men very sick, 
and it is said to be always combined with arsenic. 
For barytes, | had not the means of testing, un- 
less | had been a more expert chemist; but ! 
strongly suspect its presence, in at least some of 
the springs: lead 1 have never looke: for, be- 
cause its effects are entirely different from the 
symptoms above described. | have, thus, given 


a brief sketch of the results of my observations, 
which, as respects the analysis of the waters, 
with my imperfect means and experience, 
could not but be very imperfect; but am not 
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without a confident nope that some gentleman o 
more talent and experience in chemistry, and 
with better means, will follow me and bring to 
light the mysteries of this iuteresting subject. | 
- have not i proved that the disease pruceeds jj 
from the waters, but have, I think, rendered it 
tobable; and, what greatly strengthens the pro- 
bility, with me, is the fact that thuse families 
who use no other water, but from deep wells kept 
well cleaned, or large running streams, and 
whose cattle are feci in pastures, not watered by 
springs and rills, are not afflicted with it, though 
they had been bef re. At least | have heard o 
none. Whilston the «ther hand, the vegetable 
origin is rendered more doubttui than ever; and 
must appear even more so, when we recollect 
that, though there are many poisonous vegetables 
in every part of the’ country, it would be ex- 
tremely difficult to compel cattle to eat them, ex- 
cept when lean and hungry in spring, when the 
disease if unknown; and if it was, that the dele- 
terious vegetable grows every where, and must 
produce its effects in one place us well as »nother. 


N. CROOKSHANK. 
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Several articles of intercst, intended fur to-day’s 
paper, are omitted, to make room ior the long, yet in- 
“teresting communication on * Sick Stomach,” which 
we have the pleasure of presenting to our readers in 
this nu:nber. 


We have received an article for insertion in our 
paper, entitled “ An inquiry into the sources and mo- 
dis i of nature in the ion of animal 
heat,” but we have not had leisure yet to examine it. 

— —— Coe — 
MEDICAL BOTANY. 

A description of the Weerrers Mepicar Prants, 
including some notice of their Medical virtues; to 
be selected and described at,or near, the time 
their duwering, and cuntiaued during the season 
Botanical investigation ; 

, By J. Locxr, M.D. 
Author of Outlines of Botany, 
«And Principal of the Cincinnati Femaie Academy 
Podopbyllum Peltatum—May .ipple. 





















pie ts an excellent purgative in doses of twenty 
grains. it is most advantageously used in com- 
bination with calomel or crystals of tartar. The 
root, also, often operates as an «anthelmintic, and 
48 such it is used by the Cherukee an! other! 





Scuathern Indians. The root is very bitter and | 


nauseous, pot uniike aloes. {t should be dried in| 
ihe shade and used in powder. 
— —— — 
CASE OF POISONING BY OPIUM. 

The followwg case, that occurred in the practice 
of Dr. Joun C. Kickardson, in June, 1821, gives ad- 
ditional evidence in favour of the practuce su success- 
fully pursued by Mr. W ray, and Drs. Jones and Jack- 
son. Had Ur. Kichardson published an account of tuis 
case shortly after it was treated, he would have se- 
cured tue credit of Laving intruduced the practice of 
applying cold affusioh in cases of poisoning from opium. 
‘Tne earliest account of Mr. W ray’s success is dated in 
1u22, aud Dr. Kichardsen employed the affusion, for 
tus purpuse, in the summer of 1821. 

* £ue patient, uoder the influence of the gloomiest 
feelings, retired early to bed, where she swallowed 
jaudauum—though in what quantity, or how soon 
after reaching her room, is unknown. About eleven 
uv clock sue was found foaming at the mouth—er 
vreatiung deep and embarrassed—and a plial, stand - 
ing on a chair near the bed, containing a smali quan-| 
_ — led to a belief that she had poisuned 

rse 

Dr. Richardson, who was immediaiely sent for, be-' 
ing at the moment very much occupied with other 
protessional engagements, requested me to visit this, 
—— + with a gentleman who belonged 
to his vdlice. wd we arrived, she was insensible tof 
stisnuli—the pupil did nut contract when subjected 
to stroug ligit—the olfacturies were insensible to the’ 
most pungent sleruutatories—and the skin seemed en- | 
tirely devoid of sensibility. She fuamed copiously | 


at the moutl—lLer jaws were almost immoveably 
locked—the flexors of the forearm were in a state o 
continual subsultus—the skin was cooler than in the 
heaitiy state, and covered with a cold clammy sweat. 
After sume efforts, we succeeded in opening her) 
jaws, and administered large deses of ipecacuanha, 
tartar emetic, and te of zinc, which only pro- 
duced a disturbance of the stumach, amounting to 
retching. In vain we endeavored to awaken 
the system by universal agitation of the body—vine- 
gar was given, notwithstanding Orfila’s unfavourable | 
account of it, and, although no pusilive advantage re- 
sulted, we were sure that no evil was produced, as’ 
Orifila had taugit us to expect. 
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In the morning she was quite recovered, and able to 
resume ber ordi avocations.” 

We were lately called to a child of four months 
old, to whom had been given a ul of lauda- 
num for the tincture of rhubarb. mistake was 
discovered more than an hour afterwards, by the 
stertorous respiration and heavy which took 
place. Before our arrival, ten drops of antimonial 


wine ae en, and the child immersed in warm 


water, by w moderate vomiting was excited, and 
with it every unpleasant symptom di - We 
lay this case re our readers with this single re- 


mark, that there could be no doubt that laudanum 
Lad beengiven, as we examined the contents of the 
phial from which the dose was taken. 
Chapman’s Phil. Journal. 
— — — — 
MEDICAL JURISPRUDENCE. 


Charge of Poisoning by Arsenic—Messrs. Orfila, 
Vauquelin, and Barreu!, were sammoned by the Court 
of Assize, Department of the Aub, toascertxin whe- 
ther certain matters found in the ion of the 
widow Laurent, contained arsenic. This widow had 
been accused of poisoning her husband ten days after 
marriage. The medical men who had examined the 
husbaud’s bedy, came to the conclusion that the 
deceased was puisuned by arsenic; while, on the other 
hand, numerous experiments made at the 
of the Faculty of Medicine of Paris, could detect no 
arsenic in the matters submitted for analysis. The 

istrates, however, werc not satisfied, and M. Orfi- 
la was brought into court, when the following ques- 
tions were put to him. 

Ist. Did the experiments made by those who first 
examined the body, prove that the matters taken from 
the stomach of Laurent contained arsenic! 

2d. Is it possible to find, in the digestive canal of a 
person not killed by arsenic, grains, in appearance, of 
that mineral! 

3d. What conclusion can be drawn from the circum- 
stance of a fowl dying after eating of the baricy of 
which the deceased's ptisan was red! 

4th. What conclusion can be drawn from the death 
* rr me ee st 

5th. Can it be concluded from the symtoms during 
the life and appearances on dissection of the deceased, 
that he died of poison! 

1. Answer to Ist Question. The physicians charged 
with examining the body, in the first instance, state 
that they found in the stomach of Laurent a pulverulent 
substance which, when thrown on ing charcoal, 
detonated, burned with a flame, and emitted the odow 
of garlic. They hesitated not, therefore, todeclare 
that the substance was white oxyde of arsenic. ‘This 





Class X11. Polyandria. Order !. Monogynia. 

Character of the Genus. Calyx 3leaved. Pe- 
tale 9. Stigina crenate, sessile. Capsule superier. 
1 celled, many seeded. becoming an ovate berry. 
Receptacie uni'ateral, large an! pulpy. —-Nuttall 

Osservations.—A plant from one to two feet 
high, with two broad ambrella like leaves. Root 
creeping: stem of the seedling bearing one leat 
only, of the flowering plant two. Leaves divi- 
ded nearly to the stalk into from 5 to 9 lobes. — 
Flower in the fork of the stem, nodding; calyx 3 
leaved, falling as soon as the flower expaniis; pe 
tals 6 to 9 in number. white, often parted nearly 
to the base; stamens about 12; stigma placed on 
the germ, large and irregularly lobed ; · fruit le 


Many other fruitless effurts Laving been made, we | conclusion was erroneous, fur the oxyde of arsenic 
attempted tv employ a substitute for Renault’ stom- | does not possess the property of detonating nor bur- 
ach tube, so successfully restored to practice by Dr.’ ning with a flame, when thrown on burning charcoal. 
' Physick, as we could not obtain the proper instru-'| As to the smell of garlic, it is not conclusive, since it 
ment. For this purpose, the end of the largest sized might result from othersubstances than arsenic which 
male catheter was adapted toa syringe, and passed might happen to be in the stomach. They should have 
intu the sturnach—but the size of the instrument was dissulved the suspected substance in boiling water, 
tow small, and it was immediately choked by the mu- | 2nd showed that a green precipitation took place on 
cus of the stomach, and became ine‘icctual. ' adding sulphate of ainmeniacal copper, and a yellow, 

Dr. Richardsemwas agaia sent for. On Lis arrival, ! on the addition of hydro-sulphuric acid. This last pre- 
learning how upprofita>lc our efforts had been, he re- cipitate ouglt also to have dissulved rapidly in liquor 
surted, at once, to the application of cold affusions. | of ammunia. 

The patient was supported upright in a chair, and| 2. .duswer fo 2d Question. The stomach of the de- 
lange buckets of cold water were poured over her ccased might have contained a granular sulstance pos- 
nead, and flowed profusely over the rest of her bedy. | sessing most of the properties assigned by the physi- 
This and decisive practice was not so imme- | ciaus to the supposed arsenical grains. Luder cer- 
liately ed by signs of returning sensibility, as’ tain circumstances, it is ol served that the mucous 









mon yellow, at fret neuseous, the internal pulp, 
when mature agreeably subacid and edible, mor: 
or less cathartic in common with the whole plant 
but mere particularly the root.” It belongs to the 
natural order Papaveracee, as do the Jefferson’: 
Stylophorum ard Sanguenari, which are four 





in the case recorded by Dr. Jackson. The treatment 
was persevered in, and the affusions increased in quan- 
tity during forty minutes. A return of sensibility | 
now became manifest, and at the end of the next 
vour, she was so far recovered as to be able to articu-| 
cate distinctly, and compiained of a great degree of 


membrane of the stomach and bowels is lined with a 


| multitude of shining points, composed of fat and albu- 


inen. These, wien thrown on buraing charcval, de- 
erepitate while drying. and go off with a noise which 
might be designated, (though not riy,) detona- 
tion. These litile bodies inflame like fatty matters, 
and exhale an eevirwn of burnt anumal «nbstances.— 


sleepiness. She was kept awake by forced exercise 
—an enema, made of a svlution of common salt, was 
idministered—the bowels acted—a blister was ap- 
plied over the sternum, aed another on the ankles. 


growing in abundance, along with it, on the hills 
about this city. Flowers iu April and Mey. Dr. 
Thatcher ovserves that the root uf the May Ap- 






That these appearances arc liable to lead to errors of 
a serious nature, the following instance ts related to 
prove:— 














similar kind, ts also stated Ly M. Orfila. 

fon. It-is to be remarked, 
that Laurent died five days after eating an omelette, 
in which was the suspected poison. In this interval, 
he had taken several ptisans by his wife — 
One of the physicians who visited the deceased , struck 
with the di savor of the ptisan, gave some 
of the grains of barley in it to a fowl, which fowl died 
the day followi A cat, who had devoured the ex- 
trails of the fowl, was seized with viclent convulsions. 
These were puzzling facts, and we siall give Mr. Or- 
fila’s answer, verbatim. 


; Tho genuine of basiey, using 
this swell and imbibe the arsenical solution, 
aad, when given to fowls, destroy them. But, on the 
other hand, if the barley water he first prepared, and 
then the arseni_ infused and dissolved in it, the grains 
of barley, (having been swelled previously to the ad- 
dition of the poison,) will not imbibe any more of that 
fluid, and consequently will be innocuous to fowls, | 
ided no grains of undissolved ansenic adhere to the’ 

. These facts and considerations, justify the 
following auswer, which I give to the quesuon, name- 
ly: The arsenica! oxyde, which, according to the aci 
of accusation, was not introduced into the barley wa-, 
ter till after the latter was prepared, would remain 
dissolved in the fluid—and te barley itself would not 
be pui vided no particles of uudsssoiced ar- 
senic adhere to the Larity.” : 

4. Anserr to 4th Question. The circumstance of 
the leeches dying soon after coming off the epigastri-- 
um, is quite — of any serious answer.— 
Every body knows that these animals freqvently die 
immediately after beimg applied tu the bodies of pa- 
tients, whatever may have been the nature oj the ma-- 
ladies under which they laboured. 

5. Answer io Sth Question. Laurent certainly evin- 
ced symptoms similar to those resulting frum the ex- 
Libition of white oxyde of arsenic; but then there | 
are numerous affections, in which we observe a simi- 
lar analegy of symptoms. and where there caa be no 

. 
ba. im the case under consideration. render it probable | 


scspacion of The ensem!le of the 

iat poison had been administered. There are many 
instances ou record, where. althuugh arsenic was ac- 
tually adminietered, the usual symptoms did aut f!- | 
low—and vice versa. Hence, where the mineral it- fl 
self can be detected, the absence of the usual symp- | 
toms is no proof against the administration of the pui- | 
son—w hile, on the other Land, the presence of tie | 
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ithe medicine, and contu.ved to tirive till she was kil- 
jied for pork. 
op a Cow, twat had veco curved wut to fatten, and was) *- 
| Supposed io be with eail. 





hour after this, (at 12 o'clock, or later,) the patient, 

— nde one 
i of a painiul sense of constrictien at 

_a sed by burning heat and thirst. 


— — 2— ⸗ and intermittent 
at five o'clock in the afternoon he expired. 

* Dissection. No effusion in the abdomen—all the 
viscera of this region were in a natural state. The 
mucous memorane of the stomach and bowels present- 


mach and duodenum, in considerable quantity.” 
Such was the evidence given’by M.Orfila. The 
widow of Laurent was acquitted.—Gazetle de Saxte. 


—_ - 
Extracts from OSLERE, on the properties of Ergot. 
“The first unent was perio on a sow.) 


She was supposed to be in her seventh month of preg- 
nancy, and in every respect appearcd to be duing 
weil. 1 ordered her tu...c siut up in a close peu in. 
the morning, without veing ied, and at 10 o'clock, A. 
M. I gave her one drachm of ergot in powder, mia-| 
ed in a little sour milk. lu about three hours after- 
wards, the animal appeared to be in great pain, as. 
was evinced by ber squeziling and euceavouring tu 
get out of the pen. ‘ihese pains continued vivient 
until about five o'clock, P. 1. wien they appeared tu 
alate in violeace, and the anunal became more easy. 
I then repeated the same duse in decoction, mixed 
with some bran, which sic devourcd with great €a-| 
gerness, and in the course 0) one hour afterwards, she 
was again seized with paws, wich Coutinued lasting | 
and vwient until tea o clock, w Len she was in ex- 
amined aud left furtue nigit. Upen visiting her the! 
next morning, 1 was much surprised to find that she 
had aborted, during the ight, uiwe small pigs, v hich. | 
were about tie size of comuiwn mice. The sow had! 
by this time compietely recovered from the etlcets 
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tation. It appears, be thinks, to have a specific de- -- 










|| grains of this substance, given in powder or 





















termination to the gravid uterus, and although of in- 
calculable value to the judicious practitioner, it would 
nevertheless prove, in unskilful or designing lands, 
the rhost substance with which we are ac- 
i ; and t therefore, on all cecesions, to” 

be mederately and carefuily used. é 

The Dector recommends a resort to the ergot in- 
cases of deitormed aud smail pelvis, or other circun:- 
stances, where a dithcult lavour is anticipated, for the 
purpose of bringing on prematute Jabour. In diti- 
cult and lingering !abours, when the energics of the 
uterus have been expended by fong continued and 
ipefiectyai efforts to expel its contents, leavibg that 
organ weak and debilitated, the parts being dilated. 
and the cirid ining high upin the peivis, we may 
resort to the ergot. A. dose of fifteen or twenty 
decuc- 
ton, under such circumstances, will,in génefal, com- 
pletely restore the lost action of the uterus, and ena- 
bie it to expel its contents. The powder is decided- 
ly preferable in these cases, as tle effects of the’ de- 
coction are in general-too sudden, vivieént, and soon- 
er expended. When given in powder, the pains come- 
on more gradually, coniinue longer, and are in gene- 
ral safficrently evergetic for the of delivery. 

in cases of retained piacenta, Where the esiengy ‘of 
the uterus Las been expended by previous exertions, 
the remedy will prove equally beneficid: a tew grains 
of erg ut, administeréd under such circemstances.will 
exciie an expulsive activn of the uterus, sufficient fur 
the purpuse of expelling the placenta, witheut-veca- 
sioniny any violent afier pains. 

ln cases of uterine hemorrhage, that depend upon a 
relaxed and detilitated state’ of the uterine tlre, 
wiuch benefit may be expected from its employment. 


It will excite acuntractile effort in that viecus, which 


to the flow of bived. 
_ Philadelphia Journal. 
Dr. Stearns has given us the following iudications 
for the use of the ergot: : 
Ist. When, in lingerisg¢ labours, the child has de- 
scended into the pelvis, the parts dilated and relaxed, 
the pains having ceased,or being too ineffectual to 


in general, will put a stop 





The next experiment was periurmed \ 
She was put into a stable | 
tw the moruing, and kept there witikeat food until 10) 
o'clock, when twe ounces of ergut were given in pow. | 
der,and she was ictt. As I Lad occasiun to ceo from | 
home, I did not see ber agaia till 4 o'clock, P.M. 
wien I found Ler im the greatest agony, which sie | 
evinced by vellowing, alurnaieiy lying down and | 
getting up, and twisting her Lody in every possitic 

direction. lagaia left her, and did net return till 6! 
o'clock, when | foand her in the very acic. abortiog. 
wLlich 4s completed inafew minutes afier! arrived 
atthe stable. The abortion was about the size of a 
common full-grown rat, but very umperfect!y formed. 
‘J he paias continued for about hree hours after the 
abortion, when the ania.al became more easy and ate 
oi some hay that was presented toher The next | 


’ 


advance the lavour, there is dancer to apprehend 
from delar, by exlraustion of strength and vital ener- 


zy from hemorrhage, or other alarming symptoms. 


2d. When the pains are trapeferred irom the ute- 
rus to other parts of the body, or to the whole mus- 
cular system, puwducing gencral puerperal e¢envul- 
sions. Afier premising copious bleeding, the ergot 
concentrates ai these misplaced lavcur-pains upon 
the uterus. which it soon restores to its appropriate 
action, and ‘he convulsions immediately cease. 

od. When in the early stages ef pregnancy abor- 
ticn becomes imevitable, accompanied with profuse 


| Lemorrhege and feeble uterine contractions. 


4th. When the placenta is retained from a defici- 
ency of contraction. 

Sih. In patients liable to hemorrhage izomediately 
alter delivery : in such cases the ergot may be given 
asa preventive, afew minutes before the termination 
of the labour, 

6th. Wen »emorrhage or lochial discharges are too 


symptoms, without the actual detec tivn of the arsenic, 1— she appeared debilitated from tle exertion 
can afford no sufficicat proof of peison Laving been vf the preceding evening, and iu a great neasure to 
-iven. | Lave lost her appetite, whiel., Lowever, she complete. 
7 la illastration of the uncertainty attending the | ly recovered in the course of thice or four days, and 
post-mortem in cases of poison, M. Ordia | continued to thrive as well, if not better, than before | 
stated to the court the following very curious histury.| the operation. TLe next experunent was perform. 
“M——, aged 45 years. swallowed, ina paroxysm | ed on a cat, thal appeared to be near ber time of de-| 
of pasion, at eight o'clock im the morning, eee I gave her sixteen grains of ergot in powder, 
drachms of white arsenic diffused in 2 gias: of water. | mixed wit), butter. at & o'clock, P. M. and confined 
He immedia‘ely disclused the transaction to one of | her ina room. (On visiting Ler about eight o'clock | 
his female frieads, and rushed out of his house. Some next morning, I found Ler delivered of four kitte ns, 
of the arsenic remained in the glass, and was ascer-| which were still living. The cat appeared to Lave: 
taunedassuch. Thegentleman wes searched fur. in suffered tut little from ive operation of the medicine, | 
vain, during the of two hours. Atteno clock and was very attentive to her kittens, all of which, 
he voiuntarniy his appearance. The imminent Lowever, died during the day.” 
danger «{ his situation was represented to him—ce ac- 


, , 
From the result of the author's experiments, he, 
knowedged avain that Le had sw«!lowed arsenic—and does not hesitate in belicwing. that the ercot is Cape- 





profuse immediate! after delivery, and the nterns 
continues dilated and relaxed without any ability to 
contract. 





AAHE Anaual Meeting of the’ Fier District 
Memcas. Society or Ono,” will take place on 
the last ‘iuesday ef this month, in the building for- 
merly occupied asa literary College in Cincinnati. 
Punctual attendance is respectfully requested. 
CUY W. WRIGHT, Sec'ry. 
May 3, 1926. 
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comsented to take an emetic of ‘ortarized antunory. ble of producing alortion at any period of wtero-ges-| 





monthly at Two Dollar: per cnnum, in advance, 





